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Squirrel say$; 


Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 
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A garden in winter 


DISCOVERING NATURE 


adger and Mole strolled through the 


“Badger! Badger!” squealed Mole. “Look!” 


Badger turned and saw Lady Blue, the blue 
vixen. “I came to welcome you,” she 
murmured slyly. “It’s just as well I did as 
you are about to make a bit of a boo boo.” 


wood looking for somewhere to sleep. 
“This hasn’t been used for some time,” said 
Badger, looking at a hole in the bank. 


Wintry weather 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Drinking 


telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 


copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. ic! 


If you haven't got pont Pay 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Winter is setting in - can the 
animals find enough food 

to stay alive? 


HOW TO DRAW 


The Voles, Shrews and Mice set off to find 


“Are we?” asked Badger. “This is blue fox 
territory and you'd better ask my mate for 
permission to stay. You can’t miss him — he’s 
the one with the scar,” she said. 


from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 


This week it’s Scarface — 
you can’t mistake him, he’s 
the one with the scar! 


new homes. A patch of grass and bushes lay 
ahead but as they came near a huge snarling 
head came out of the shadows. 


ALL ABOUT...Dormice 
You'll have to stay up late 
to spot these tiny creatures. 
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All animals need a good 
diet to keep in shape — 
just like we do. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Things may be busy below 
the pier, but there’s plenty 
happening on top, too. 


CREDITS 


How many jelly-like sea 
squirts can you spot lurking 
below the pier? 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Join Fox and Vixen for a 
spot of late night window 
shopping. 
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The tiny creatures turned and ran. Once they 
were safe they stopped, panting. “I thought I 
was going to die,” cried Mrs Vole. “What can 
we do now Fox isn’t here to protect us,” said 
Mr Vole. 


Meanwhile, Kestrel’s keen eyes spotted a 
Fieldmouse. Whoosh! She dropped in for the 
kill. As she finished her dinner she heard a 
cry. “Oh, no! You’ve eaten my wife!” It was Mr 
Fieldmouse. “I’m so sorry,” Kestrel wailed. 


Adder was licking her lips as Toad hopped up. 
There was a suspicious bulge in her middle. 
“Very tasssty,” she hissed softly. 


“What have you done?” cried Toad. “We’re 
supposed to be making friends with the 
locals, not eating them.” “It’s just not safe 
here any more,” sobbed the Edible frogs. Toad 
put an arm round one of them to comfort him. 


One by one the Farthing Wood animals 
returned to the pond. “We met a horrible blue 
monster,” squeaked Mr Vole. “Mole and I met 
his mate and she was very unfriendly,” 
muttered Badger, sadly. 


“The Red squirrels threw nuts at us.” said 

Mrs Squirrel. “Kestrel’s eaten my wife,” sobbed 
Mr Fieldmouse. “And Adder’s eating the frogs,” 
said Toad. “Let’s find Fox. He'll sort this out.” 


“Home, Sweet Home,” said Vixen to Fox. The 
peace of their new earth was soon broken. 
“We want Fox!” “The Park animals just won’t 
share!” cried the band of friends. “Tl have to 
have a word with the Great Stag,” said Fox. 


Fox and Badger explained the problem to the 
Stag. “After coming all this way we cannot let 
you lose out,” said Stag. “Scarface will have to 
give up some of his territory. But you will 
have to agree not to hunt on his land.” 


Kestrel flew back to tell the animals they had 
their own land. “It’s a sort of Farthing Wood 
in White Deer Park.” All the animals 
gathered on the new land. “Remember, the 
Oath only exists here,” said Fox. 


“She never even said goodnight,” said Toad. 
The animals started to get ready for the 
night. Whistler and Speedy tucked their 
heads under their wings. 


The Rabbits started a burrow. “I can’t settle, I 
can smell that Scarface everywhere,” said Mr 
Rabbit miserably. “Of course you do dear, this 
was his territory,” replied his wife. 


“We've got to find Adder before she eats any 
more frogs,” said Toad. A soft hissing came 
from under a large stone. Adder was asleep 
underneath. “She’s hibernating, Toady. You 
won't wake her now,” said Whistler. 
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The Squirrels buried some nuts before 

settling in a hollow for the night. 


As night fell, Fox and Vixen went out. 

“A bright clear night means a frost and good 
hunting,” said Vixen to Fox. “I hope White 
Deer Park works out for us,” said Fox, 
following her through the trees. 


Next week: The snow falls. 


All About... 
Black-headed 
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6GHi! Black-headed gull here. We're quite famous 


in the bird world, you know, because there are 
many more of us now in Britain and lreland 
than there were 30 years ago. That's 
probably because we're adventurous — 
instead of staying along the coastline we have 
flown inland and settled down there. We're such a 
common sight that the animals of Farthing 
Wood, and the other residents of White 
Deer Park, aren't at all surprised when 
they see us or hear our ‘kraah kraah’ calls. 
We survive very well inland — any 
stretch of ground close to water, = 
with some cover for our chicks and cm 
a good supply of food, tise 
will do.99 
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Look at this picture of me 
and you’ll sée that we 
should really be called 


' brown-headed gulls, not 


black. In summer my head is 
brown, except for a thin 
white ring round my eyes. My 
beak and feet are dark red. In 
winter, all that’s left of my 
brown hood is a small patch 
behind my eyes. My legs and 
beak are a muddier red, too. 
My body and wing feathers 
remain the same - my neck 
and breast are white and my 
wings are grey with black 
tips and a white patch along 
the outside edges. The tip of 
my tail is rounded. When | fly 
you can see my narrow 
pointed wings as | beat 
them quickly. 
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NUMBER KNOWLEDGE 

There are between 150,000 and 200,000 
pairs of Black-headed gulls breeding in 
Britain. In winter huge numbers of their 
European relatives join them, especially 
from Scandinavia, Poland and the Baltic 
states. In some years there are up to 
three million Black-heads feeding and 
roosting here. 


Have you ever seen a flock of gulls 
following a tractor as it ploughs a field? 
We are experts at that, wheeling round 
behind the tractor and snapping up any 
worms or insect grubs that have been 
turned up. Some of us even steal from 
Lapwings when they pick up a 
particularly tempting beakful. 

We Black-headed gulls have learned 
how to make the most out of places 
where you humans live. Open spaces 
that give us a clear view of any 
approaching danger, such as playing 
fields, parks and rubbish tips, all make 
good feeding and roosting sites. 


All About... 
Life in a gullery 


66During March and April, we In the north, there are many inland : = 
Black-headed gulls meet up in gulleries, beside lakes, flooded x 
special breeding colonies, which are gravel pits - even by sewage farms. 
known as gulleries. In the south of We all nest together. With hundreds 
Britain and Ireland these are often of birds breeding side by side, the 
near the coast, on saltmarshes or noise can be pretty deafening 
islands in the middle of estuaries. sometimes.99 


Each male claims a patch of ground. If a rival male } YDB Gain’ wala 
enters his patch, the owner puffs out his throat . a P SANA ) Sa At it ve 
and stretches forward his neck. Then he points his : fs } : ws OVE zn vig elas ie 
beak downwards and shows the top of his brown x y= een, > OTE wll. PAIN Wek SS Ns ‘ 
hood. Finally, he flicks his head sideways several y i 6§ fo i ag « 

times. This will usually frighten off the intruder 
before a fight breaks out. 

If a female approaches, it’s a different story. If = ~ 2 2 
she’s looking for a mate she bends her head. If he eg OO cae ee, Oe NI I ia nes Na . ; teas » = 
accepts her, they both toss their heads at the - = ce eee hae ~ rye 2 se MS 
same time and call. This tells the rest of the gullery "" : r 
that they have become a pair. 


When the chicks hatch, their eyes are open and 
they’re covered in fluffy, yellow and brown down. 


This mottled colour helps to camouflage them At about five weeks the young are ready 
among the ground plants. They move off the nest to fly. At first they have a brown hood 
after a day or two and hide in the grass until we but by August there is only a small 
return to them with food. patch of brown left behind each eye. 
They are in great danger because they cannot Their wings are grey with a brown stripe 
fly. If we see a bird of prey or other hunter, such and black edges. Their tail has a black 
as a fox, we warn them with a loud call. They edge and the legs and beak are a dull 


either run for cover or crouch down and lie still. yellow. This young gull is taking a rest. 


We males help our mates 
with nest building. We either 
make a scrape in the ground 
| and line it with dried plants, 
or we build a platform of 
grass, reeds or seaweed. 
The female lays between 
one and four speckled eggs 
and we both incubate them. 


Here's a puzzle for you to try: 


My first is in home but not in house, 
My second’s in field and also in mouse, 
My third is in chase but not in run, 
My fourth’s in snow and also in sun, 
My fifth is in cold but not in hot, 

My sixth is in why but not in what. 
Write down the letters you've got from above 
To find a creature who's fallen in love! 

Who am |? 
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Nicola Parry, age 4" 


we 3 > 


a % Silently stithering 2%" 


5S leaving a slippe tral 


Kimberley Guyan, age 9 
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Rebecca Church 


A stamp from Ruth Wilson, 
age 9%. 
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A GARDEN 
IN WINTER 


661'm not the sort of bird to leave the } 
country when winter arrives. There’s usually , f 
enough food in the garden to keep me { 
interested. Berries on the bushes provide food 
for me and lots of other birds. If the ground isn’t 
frozen hard I can winkle out the odd worm or 
snail. There are other creatures out in the 
garden, too. Hedgehog is curled up asleep in 
the leaves, but the smaller mammals are busy 
looking for food.99 


Thrush’s Challenge: search the garden 
and check the rickety shed for hidden 
beetles. How many can you find? 


It’s quite a mild winter’s day so six 
black beetles have crawled out of 
their hiding place for a while. 


Holly trees have bright berries which 
birds feed on. The berries are usually 
red but can be yellow or black. Animals 


The Jackdaw is a small member 
of the Crow family. It has a grey 
neck and a particularly bright and 
beady eye. Known as the thief of 
the bird world, the Jackdaw 
sometimes collects bright objects 
like jewellery. This cheeky 
customer has the ring pull 

from a can. 


The Pygmy shrew is the smallest 
mammal in Britain. It isn’t much 


trying to eat the leaves get a 
prickly mouthful. At the 
top of a bush the leaves 
are less prickly because 
animals can’t reach them. 


Winter gnats come out on 
bright afternoons to hover in 
the air. Small clouds of male 
gnats dance above still objects 
like cars or wheelbarrows. 


The Christmas rose comes from 
southern Europe. Gardeners grow 
it for its evergreen leaves and 
large white flowers which open 
between Christmas and March. 


Sulphur tuft fungus can be 

found at the bottom of old tree 

stumps. It grows all year round 

but unfortunately it’s not good 
to eat. 


Waxwings are colourful winter 
visitors to Britain. They are easily 
spotted by their pinkish-brown 
colour and head crest. Waxwings 
get their name from the red blobs 
on the edges of their wings that 
look like drops of 

melted red 
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You might see a Winter moth.in 
the garden. The male often settles 
on window ledges with his pale 
brown wings laid flat. The female 
has no wings — she crawls up a 
tree trunk to lay her eggs. 


Snowdrops are a sign of the coming 


bigger than a Stag beetle but it’s a 
tough little animal. It can survive 
cold weather but needs to spend 
nearly all its time foraging for small 
beetles, spiders and insect grubs. 


spring, but in mild winters they can 

even flower before Christmas. Each 
white flower droops like a bell. They 
are made of three long outer petals 

and three short inner ones. 


Discovering Natur. 


Brrr! It’s winter time again in White 
Deer Park and the snow is thick on 
the ground. With frozen ponds, hard 
soil and a shortage of food, life can 
be hard for many plants and animals. 


JACK FROST PATTERNS 


Cover your bedroom window with these frosty patterns. 


You will need: 
bowl, sponge, cup, spoon, washing soda or 
Epsom salts, hot water. 


WHAT IS FROST? 


There are two types of frost - ground and air 
frost. Ground frost happens when the 
temperature of the ground falls below 0°C. Water 
in the air turns to crystals of ice. Air frost 
happens when the temperature about a metre 
above ground falls below freezing. 


Dip the sponge into 
the warm liquid and 
wipe it over a window. 


q Put a cup of washing 
soda into a bowl. Add a cup 
of hot water and stir until all 
the crystals have dissolved. 


As the liquid dries, you 
are left with a delicate, 
frosty pattern. 


Squirrel says 


Don't forget to wipe 
the crystals off with 
a damp cloth 
afterwards. 
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WHAT IS SNOW? 


9 I « Snow crystals form when water freezes on to tiny 
re ice pellets in a cloud, making them larger. As they 
fall through the cloud they crash into, and stick to, 
other snow crystals and form snowflakes. 


SNOWFLAKES GALORE 
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SNOWFLAKE MOBILE You willneed: ei 
Siicwiakes with enlythertop Bape. cibcan bemade white card, scissors, pencil, string, coathanger. oe 


into a mobile. Do not cut into the two folded edges. 


J Trace and cut two 
snowflakes out of white card. 


Q Cut a line down each 
snowflake to the centre. 


Sie If you look at a snowflake under a microscope 
ats you will see a beautiful, six-sided pattern. 


Snowflakes come in so many different designs You will need: ; 
that no-one has ever found two the same. white paper, pencil, scissors. 


j 
3 Cut out small shapes from the triangle 

on as many, or as few sides as you want 
q Trace the hexagon template 7 


on to white paper. Cut it out 
Fold the hexagon in half 


3 Slot the two snowflakes 
together at a right-angle, 
as shown. 
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my ae a Make a small hole at the top of the snowflake. 


Thread a length of string through the hole and tie 


wy : BUG: 
oe it to a coathanger. Make two or three more SOO 
2 Fold the left hand corner down Saale RES Ee erage, ar 


and the right hand corner back to 
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You can use a snowflake pattern with two or Or tape the stencil toa 
wy three sides cut, as a stencil. Tape your window, and spray fake a 
3 ee snowflake to black paper. Paint over the holes snow over it to leave a 


with white paint. Carefully lift off the stencil. pattern on the glass. 
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DRINKING 


Drinking is a serious business for 
humans and animals alike. When 
we get thirsty we can just turn on 
a tap or open a bottle of juice. But 
animals can take their life in their 
hands every time they drink - 
that’s if they can find a river, lake, 
or puddle to drink from. Predators 
wait to pounce as soon as they 
get their heads down. 
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EYE OASIS 

These Heliconiid butterflies get moisture by sucking 
the tears from a Cayman’s eye. This one seems to 
be checking out its nose for a drop, too. They are 
not the only ones to drink directly from another 
animal. The moth Mabra elephantophila tickles an 
elephant’s eye and sips the tears. 


A HARD WATER 
In the Arctic there isn’t much fresh 
running water to drink because it’s all 
frozen. Polar bears with a thirst are never 
short of water though - it’s all around 
them. All they need is a mouthful of snow 
or a large ice lolly like this bear. 
VCAT LAP 
Tom really enjoys lapping up 
a bowl of milk. Like all cats 
he drinks by flicking his 
tongue out and rolling it 
back into his mouth 
again. He curls the 
tip of his tongue 
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< DESERT DEWDROP age 
There’s not much water in the Namib 
desert so Darkling beetles depend 
on morning mist for a drink. The 
beetle stands at the top ofa 
sand dune and sticks its 
backside in the air. 
Moisture collects on 
its body and drips 
down to its mouth. 


A LONG SLURP 
Cape pangolins use their 
worm-like tongues to 
snatch termites out of 
their mounds. This one 
is dipping its long, sticky 
tongue into a puddle to 
slake its thirst. 


NOSE HOSE > 
Elephants are the 
biggest drinkers of 
all. It can take up to 
50 gallons of water to 
satisfy a thirsty jumbo. 
It sucks up water in its 
trunk and then squirts 
it into its mouth. 


Sandgrouse chicks can’t 
fly to watering holes so 
they wait for water to be 
delivered. When drinking, 
the male parent fluffs out 
his breast feathers and 
soaks up water like a 
sponge. He flies back to 
the nest and the chicks 
suck the water 
from his 
breast. 


: What kind of bat 
drinks blood? 
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<q LONG WAY DOWN 

To get a sip, the Giraffe has to go into a 
strange squatting position with its front legs 
almost doing the splits. A drinking Giraffe is 
an easy target for predators so it keeps 
lifting its head to check for dangei 


Puzzle it ouf 2s 


Badger and Weasel had become very keen SUITS THE ROOM Weasel and Badger invited Fox and Vixen for a look what I’ve found!” he cried, picking up a 
G PQ /\71 by, on cards — so keen that they played cards Which things in the game of cards one day. They played for ages few cards from under Weasel’s chair. 
whenever they could. Weasel had even room are decorated — but no matter who dealt the cards, Weasel “You cheat!” exclaimed Badger. “Those 
redecorated her home using fabrics with hearts, diamonds, nearly always won. cards belong to another pack.” 
N (©) Ur patterned with differentsults of cardé, clubs and spades? “This is ridiculous!” protested Vixen when Weasel laughed it off. “What does it 
; once again Weasel won. “I’m beginning to matter,” she said, “it’s only a game.” 
, __ think your luck is too good to be true.” “Well, if it doesn’t matter,” said Badger, 
: : “That's the way the game goes!” laughed “you won't have anyone to play with any 
Gi A) ap | | Weasel. more.” And he got up and walked out. Fox 
(\8 ay Fox walked slowly round the table. “Aha, and Vixen followed, leaving Weasel alone. 


HOUSE OF CARDS 

Fill all the numbers in the 
white spaces, starting at the 
bottom of the house of 
cards. Each number on each 
row is the sum of the 
two numbers lying , 
directly underneath 

it like this: d 


FIND THE CARDS 
Weasel has hidden seven cards — 
can you find them? 


Puzzle it ouf = 


WORD DIAMONDS &) 


Look at the first card and you will see 


When she calls out the value of the card, lying and cries out “Cheat!” If he’s right, the 


APDIGAHES 


that the words read the same across as she can lie. The next player has to put cheat has to take all the cards lying in the 
down. down a card of higher value than the first middle. If he’s wrong, he has to take all the 
Now fill in Diamond A, using these clues: one. He can lie, too. The game continues in cards lying in the middle. 

1 A creature that flies. CHEAT is good ganic tor Wesel this way until one of the players thinks that The winner is the one who gets rid of all 
2 A thought. This game is for three or more players. The the person who has just put down a card is their cards first. 


object of the game is to get rid of all your 
-  Aaereale a at fathers ® cards even if you have to cheat to do so! 

: Deal out the pack, one card at a time face 
Fill in Diamond B using the words below. down, to all the players. Each player looks at 
To help, the first letter is in place. their cards without letting anyone else see. 
SEND, BATS, THAN, ACHE. The player on the left of the dealer starts. 
She puts her card face down on the table 
and calls out its value. The first card should 
be of low value, such as a one, two or three. 
The suit doesn’t matter. 


KY a , 
THE JOKER’S ON YOU! 


This is a party game. Divide the players into 
equal teams and number each player in the 
team. If you have three teams, you will have 
three number ones, three number twos, etc. 

Everyone sits in a large circle in their 
teams. A Joker is placed in the middle of 
the circle. 

An adult calls out a number, for example : 
“Two!” All the twos get up and run : 
clockwise round the outside of the circle. 
Whoever gets back to their place first 
rushes into the circle and grabs the Joker. 
Their team wins a point. The score is kept 
and added up at the end of the game. The 
team with the most points, wins. 
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